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As the US reconsiders its role in today’s world, it would be well to know more about the
indigenous forms of democracy that exist in the Middle East and Central Asia in clan
politics and figures like the tamdik kist leader, emergent by reputation. A foundational
contribution to complexity theory, using network visualization and the study of the
dynamics of leadership and marriage choices, Network Analysis and Ethnographic
Problems expands the theory of social practice to show how changes in the structure of a
society's social network affect the development of social cohesion over time. Using
genealogical networks of a Turkish nomad clan, authors Douglas White and Ulla Johansen
reveal how changes in network cohesion are indicative of key processes of social change.
This approach alters in fundamental ways the anthropological concepts of social structure,
organizational dynamics, social cohesion, marriage strategies, as well as the study of
community politics within the dynamics of ongoing personal interaction.

Douglas White is Professor of Anthropology/Social Networks, University of California,
Irvine. Ulla Johansen is Professor of Anthropology, University of Cologne, Germany.
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Reviewer Alvin Wolfe writes in the 2006 International Journal of Middle East Studies (38#4:603-605)
“White and Johansen have produced what could be the most important book in anthropology in fifty
years.” “Whether the reader is interested in kinship, in economics, in politics, or in history, this book
might be considered must reading.... The book begins with an introduction to network analysis in
relation to ethnography, providing a succinct history of network thinking, including recent
developments in various disciplines about network topology and dynamics. The authors point out that
‘taking a network path to coding and analysis’ in ethnography leads to the ability to understand the
emergence of social structural phenomena that would otherwise remain unobserved."
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